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Governor announces
school aid task force

Panel to study

state aid formula
BY JOSEPH B. NADEAL
inadeauEwoonsocketcall.com

PROVIDENCE In a
move appearing to target
recent criticisms of the state’s
fair funding school aid formu-
la, Gov. Gina M. Raimondo on
Thursday announced the cre-
ation of a 30-member task
force charged with reviewing
its effectiveness in meeting the
needs of all of the state’s pub-
lic school students.

The Govemor, announcing
the creation of the task force
by executive order in the State
Room, linked the work to
ensuring that every student in
the state will be prepared for
entering the work force or
higher education when they
leave high school.

To conduct the smdy of
whether the current funding
formula can accomplish that
goal, Raimondo named a
group of Rhode Island educa-
tors, govermnment leaders,
social service representatives
and successful members of the
business community to sce
what works in the current for-
mula for distributing state
financial aid and what needs
to be improved.

“As you knmow I've made
no secret of the fact that my
pnmary focus as Governor is

this economy
and spark an economic come-
back of Rhode Island,” the
governor said while address-
ing the group on her study
plans. “And I wake up every-
day thinking about this and a
core piece of that is making
sure that our young people
have the skills they need to be
successful in today's econo-
my,” she said.

Raimondo related how her
father had been the first person

in his family to receive a col-
lege education with the help of
the GI. Bill and how that also
affected her own success in
life and the futuwe success of
her children.

“And that is what we are
talking about here, providing
every child in Rhode Island
with an opportumity to get a

t ndn(égﬁan and the skills

v need in order to have a
future and to fulfill their

ial,” she said.

“And | know you all
believe that and when I look
around here 1 see mayors and
town administrators, town
managers, reps and senators,
who have agreed to serve on
this task force. You're here
because you believe as I do
that schools matter, skills mat-
ter and our kids deserve the
best that we can give them,”
Raimondo said.

The Governor pointed to
her work with the General
Assembly in the past session
to create a new School
Building Authority to assist
districts with capital spending,
the implementation of a pro-
gram to ensure child in
Rhode Island will have all day
kindergarten in public schools
for the first time, and also 1o
the work to improve access o
pre k classes.

“And we put in a new pro-
gram called Prepare Rl mak-
ing Rhode Island one of only a
handful of states in the country
to provide universal and dual
concuwrent enroliment so that
every kid in public high
school in Rhode Island can
take college classes for free
while they are in high school,”
she said.

“WC’V{:d done all that
together and now we are gol
to build on that wmﬂg
Raimondo said.

“Today, in couple minutes,
I"'m going to sit over there sign
an executive order to review

for the first time our state’s
education funding formula.
Why are we doing this? This
funding formula is an excel-
lent funding formula. 1 see
many people in the room who
were here putting it in place
five years and you all
deserve amazing credit. It is a
good formula, it has been
working and it is the envy of
the country in many ways,”
Raimondo said.

“But it's been around for
five years. We have five years
of actual experience. We
know what's working and
what needs to be tweaked and
that is what this about,” the
Governor said.

“And I believe our kids
deserve that. They deserve the
best. They deserve to know
that every penny is being
spent as efficiently and effec-
tively as it can be and that is
what this about. And I think
the public deserves that.
Policies deserve regular
scrutiny,” she said.

The state’s education aid
budget is “almost a billion
dollars of state money,” she
noted while asking “are we
getting the most out of our

"

“And if there are some
tweaks that can be made to be
more cffective with taxpayer
money then let’s do that,” she
said.

The Governor said Rhode
Island is ranked 7th in the
nation in terms of spending
per student but added that in
twn “we are seeing average
results on many measures,
29th in the country.

“So you got to ask yourself
why are we spending around
the top and but in the middle
of the pack for results,” she
said.

“And this is particularly
true for our most disadvan-
taged students,” the Governor
continued. “One of the things
that troubles me so much is
that in Rhode Island we have
one of the greatest gaps in the
country, achievement gaps,
between our lowest income
learners and our highest



income learners. That should-
n't be,” she said.

“Just because you are poor
doesn’t mean you are not
smart. Just because you are
poor doesn’t you don't
deserve a chance. You do,” she
said.

Raimondo thanked those in
the audience who would serv-
ing on the new board and
pomnted out Donald R.
Sweitzer, chairman of IGT

tion, and Elizabeth
Burke Bryant, executive
director of Rhode Island KIDS
COUNT, as its co-chairs.
Other members of the
panel include Rhode Island
College President Nancy
Camuolo, Sen. Daniel Da
Ponte of the Senate Finance
Committee, Patti DiCenso,
Pawtucket Superintendent,
Georgia Fortunato, Lincoln
Superintcndj:ut, Victoria A.
Gailliard-Grarrick, Principal at
William M. Davies Jr. Career
and Technical High School,
James Vincent, President of
NAACP-Providence, Kenneth
K. Wong of Brown University,
and Alan J, Tenreiro, Principal
of Cumberland High School.

Tenreiro  caught the
Governor's attention when she
said “1 have, well | have the
best principal in America
apparently, right there, Alan
Tenreiro. 1 love that I Imﬁ

princi

Ammca,ll:mvclendr:rsmthe
business community I have
reps and senators with pas-
sion, I have members from
labor, [ have superintendents. 1
have people who care,” the
Governor said.

“The guidance I'm giving
this committee is; Let’s make
sure our funding formula is
fair and by the data.
Let's look at the data and
make sure we are doing the
best that we can. Let's enable
flexibility at the school level
to meet the needs of all stu-
dents. Let’s be responsive to
the unique need of families,
communities and schools.
Let's direct resources to the
areas where they are needed

most. And let’s encourage sav-
ings and efficiency wherever
possible,” Raimondo said.
“Let’s incentivize the best out-
comes possible. 1 feel unbe-
hievable lucky to have this
w group,” the governor

Commissioner of
Education for RI Ken
said he wished to thank the
governor “for her focus on
education, innovation, and
workforce deve . I am
confident that the mﬁmg

make education funding in
Rhode Island more equitable,
more responsive to local
needs and more supportive of
great teaching and learning,”
Wagner said.

Raimondo said she
expects the task force to
report back to her and the
General Assembly as the new
sesston begins so that any
necessary legislation can be
submitted early on in legisla-
tive process.

state in light of his recent trib-
ute, Tenreiro said that isn't a
problem thus far. ‘My sched-
ule is definitely filling up but it
iz all a labor of love,’ he said.



